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mention it only casually now, and even go so far
as to say that they realize that a backward country
like Russia cannot be built up in a few years. They
maintain that in the next fifteen or twenty years, if
Russia is not embroiled in some war, she will be
able to build up an industrial system which will
insure her people the more abundant life toward
which she has been working. The statement itself is
an admission of at least partial economic failure.
The reasons for this failure are clear:

1.  The standing army numbering in the neigh-
borhood of a million and a half men, an unproduc-
tive group well fed and clothed, well taken care
of, creates a constant and heavy drain on the
resources of a country as yet industrially under-
developed.

2.  The turnover of labor is still tremendous,
even if it is not nearly as great as it was five years
ago. In every railway depot in Russia may still
be seen a constant flow of humanity, their worldly
goods in a sack on their shoulders, crowding and
jostling and pushing each other in an effort to get
on the trains and to go places. Upon being asked
why they are going, they answer with the same
words they used five years ago. In the places where
they have been working, the living quarters are